Visual Experience
Urban Studies Research Workshop
February 15, 2013
Prepared by hbennett@princeton.edu
Urban Studies Research BaseCamp: http://libguides.princeton.edu/urbanstudies
***a great place to get grounded before kicking off your research topics
Truly interdisciplinary, ARTStor features over a million images from hundreds
of collections that range from art museums, universities, research centers,
and more. In addition to the fine arts, areas covered include American
History, Medicine, Science, City Planning, Geography, and much more.

www.artstor.org
A spectacular resource developed by the Library of Congress and other
institutions, American Memory provides free access to a wealth of digital content
including sound recordings, film, photographs, maps and plans, prints, sheet
music, and countless other media documenting the American Experience.

http://memory.loc.gov/

From Barbie commercials in the 1970s to NASA images, Internet Archive provides free and
open access to historical collections in digital format including text, audio, film, software,
archives webpages (the “Wayback Machine”), and more. Be sure to check out the
OpenLibrary and Prelinger Archive, an archive of over 60K ephemeral films.

http://archive.org/index.php

http://www.apimages.com
(PU Access Only)

will contribute to any research project.
Princeton subscribes to AP Images for its coverage of the Associated Press' current year's
photo report and 4.6 million+ images from their library dating from 1826. One can find
thousands of news worthy, and oftentimes exclusive, shots captured for AP news
articles. AP also includes graphics, a soundbank, and text archive. Be sure to check out
the Historical Photos Archive.

NYPL Digital Gallery provides free and open access to over 800,000 images digitized from the
The New York Public Library's vast collections, including illuminated manuscripts, historical
maps, vintage posters, rare prints, photographs and more. Be sure to check out the very
amazing Cities & Buildings collections as well as Industry & Technology collections.

http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/

http://sanborn.umi.com/
***PU Access Only

Sanborn fire insurance maps contain detailed information on urban structures,
property boundaries, and streets. Provides historical information on the history,
growth, and development of American cities, towns, and neighborhoods.

This collection of digitized contains images ranging from New York to Central Asia,
from African villages, to the Parc de la Villette, and conceptual sketches and models of
Frank Gehry's Experience Music Project.

Cities & Buildings Database
http://content.lib.washington.edu/buildingsweb/index.html

This is a search engine bringing together sites focusing on the conservation of cultural heritage,
restoration and maintenance of the architecture, and preservation of the urban landscape.

http://www.culturalheritage.net/

The Gallery features over 800,000 items digitized from the Municipal Archives’ vast holdings,
including photographs, maps, motion-pictures and audio recordings spanning a 160-year period.
Browsing the Collection by subject provides a useful overview of what is included.

NYC Municipal Archives
http://nycma.lunaimaging.com/luna/servlet

http://www.worldviewcities.org

Produced by the Architectural League of New York, the site includes
profiles of firms, historical and statistical information, articles on critical
issues, and photographs for each city in its collection. Specific cities include
Beruit, Caracas, Dhaka, Tijuana, and Oslo.

